Canada and the United States

not in fact rescue Smith from being bludgeoned by her
father. The second section (“The Life™) is the weakest,
but Rennie is a literary scholar, not a historian. He has
missed key details available in the historical record,
such as the exact timing of Pocahontas’s decision to
convert. The last section repeats much of what was in
Robert S. Tilton’s Pocahontas: The Evolution of an
American Narrative (1994), but here at least the author
gives his predecessor credit, and in addition, carefully
includes all the works that were key to the unfolding of
the myth. We see, for example, how John Davis, the
English writer who spread the Pocahontas story in the
early nineteenth century, himself evolved in his think-
ing in response to a market hungry for the myth as he
produced successive books. Why the American public
loved the story so, however, is not treated, perhaps be-
ing a subject better left to historians. In short, this book
will undoubtedly prove useful to many as a sort of an-
notated bibliography of the available sources.
CamiLLA TOWNSEND
Rutgers University

DaNIEL R. MANDELL. Tribe, Race, History: Native Amer-
icans in Southern New England, 1780-1880. (The Johns
Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political
Science 125th Series, number 2.) Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins University Press. 2008. Pp. xx, 321. $55.00.

Daniel R. Mandell’s 1996 book, Behind the Frontier: In-
dians in Eighteenth-Century Eastern Massachusetts, put
to rest the notion that New England Indians had dis-
appeared after King Philip’s War in the late seven-
teenth century. His new book continues that story, trac-
ing the cultural, political, religious, and economic
history of New England Indians to the end of the nine-
teenth century, through such momentous changes as
the termination of tribal status.

Mandell approaches his story thematically, using sep-
arate chapters to examine issues of land and labor, com-
munity and family, authority, reform, and public per-
ception. This structure means that some aspects of the
story get retold several times, but it allows Mandell to
showcase the wealth of sources he has drawn on for this
study.

One of the greatest strengths of this book is its pro-
digious research. Anyone who has studied Native
American history knows the tedious sifting required to
pick up the scattered and infrequent references to In-
dians in the documentary record. Mandell has done this
not only in the obvious places—state archives—but also
in multiple local historical societies and museums, the
National Archives of Great Britain, eighteenth and
nineteenth-century newspapers, published personal
histories of Native peoples, and dozens of nineteenth-
century town histories, whose descriptions of the “last”
Narragansett, Nipmuc, or Schagticoke are primary ev-
idence of contemporary misperceptions. Mandell pro-
vides a detailed essay describing his sources, but a bib-
liography would also have been helpful.

While Mandell’s first book was limited to Massachu-
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setts Indians, this work expands to all of southern New
England, including Massachusetts, Connecticut, and
Rhode Island. The Mashpees, Mohegans, Narragan-
setts, and Gay Head Indians, who still had significant
land reserves in the early nineteenth century and thus
were most affected by termination, receive the bulk of
attention in this study. But Mandell also documents
persistent Indian identification and community ties
among individuals and families absorbed into Anglo-
American communities throughout the region.

The story Mandell traced in his first book was the
depressingly familiar one of Native American dispos-
session and depopulation, redeemed by adaptations
that enabled distinct Indian groups to survive. One of
these adaptations was female Indians’ intermarriage
with African Americans, a response to the fact that the
Native male population had diminished through mili-
tary service and maritime employment. While non-In-
dian spouses could not own native land or exercise au-
thority within Indian communities, their labor
permitted Native women to preserve their land base,
and the offspring of their unions kept the community
alive. This second book reveals the ironic aftermath of
this adaptation. Evolving American racial ideology cat-
egorized mixed Indian-African families as part of a
“colored” underclass and used this classification to ar-
gue that “real” Indians had disappeared and special sta-
tus or protection was no longer needed. One way Native
communities responded to these arguments was by
drawing racial lines that excluded “outsiders,” and
sometimes their children, from tribal benefits. Thus, the
place of African American spouses and children be-
came a potent source of division, fueling conflicts over
what qualifies one to be Indian that have continued up
to the present day. Mandell rightly notes that gender
played a major role in this power struggle. As whaling
shifted away from New England, Native men began re-
turning and demanding authority and land largely held
by women and their Indian-African children. While
some of these men used racial arguments to press their
right to tribal resources, state authorities continued to
reject the continued existence of “pure” Indians and to
push for termination and assimilation. In the process,
some native reserves took on the political structure of
Anglo-American towns, and Indian women lost author-
ity and the right to vote in tribal affairs. Despite these
changes, Mandell notes that Indian communities con-
tinued to be attractive refuges to both Native people
and other “subaltern minorities.”

Mandell has made a very valuable contribution to our
understanding of Native American history in a period
long overlooked. This accomplishment was recently
recognized by the Organization of American Histori-
ans, which awarded Mandell’s work the first Lawrence
W. Levine Award in cultural history. The fact that the
study only alludes to the battles for federal recognition
that such tribes as the Mashpees waged up to the
present day (the Mashpees were finally granted federal
recognition of their tribal status in 2007) raises the pos-
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sibility that Mandell might complete the trilogy with a

twentieth-century study—a result to be hoped for.
JENNY HALE PULSIPHER
Brigham Young University

THomas S. Kipp. The Great Awakening: The Roots of
Evangelical Christianity in Colonial America. New Ha-
ven: Yale University Press. 2007. Pp. xix, 392. $35.00.

Unlike famous evangelist George Whitefield’s colonial
American preaching tours, which took him from Geor-
gia to New England and spanned all the way from 1739
till 1770, most modern students of the First Great
Awakening have been reluctant to reach so far or so
long in their efforts. The result over the past two or
three generations has been a series of regional, bio-
graphical, and congregational studies that have illumi-
nated many aspects of the eighteenth-century Ameri-
can and transatlantic revivals. But collectively they have
left open the need for a broader synthesis, even to the
point of making it possible to question whether any-
thing deserving the appellation “Great Awakening” oc-
curred in early America. Thomas S. Kidd’s new book
ably fills that gap and should put to rest any lingering
doubts about the Awakening’s existence or significance.

Building on much rich, recent scholarship on the
Awakening, his own prior study of anti-Catholicism in
New England, the pamphlet and newspaper literature
of the era, and some underutilized archives, Kidd de-
livers a well-rounded and mostly satisfying account of
what he calls the “long Great Awakening,” a phenom-
enon that stretched from Georgia to Nova Scotia and
from the 1730s to the 1780s. Kidd insists on the need
for such a long view in order to understand adequately
what he considers the Awakening’s most important
fruit: the creation and development of Protestant evan-
gelicalism. That movement’s lasting significance for the
shape of American Christianity and American culture
warrants close attention to its origins and early evolu-
tion. Kidd gives its eighteenth-century history some
much-needed narrative coherence and persuasively ar-
gues that the events associated with the later Second
Great Awakening be seen as emerging naturally out of
evangelical growth rather than arising as a reaction to
evangelical decline. He is similarly convincing in his
central contention that the divide between moderate
and radical evangelicals within the Awakening was as
critical for evangelicalism’s future character as was its
better known conflicts with anti-revivalists. Following
the lead of historian Douglas L. Winiarski, he finds
widespread evidence of mystical spiritual manifesta-
tions (heavenly visions, dreams, trances, bodily shak-
ings) amid some of the Awakening’s adherents. Radical
evangelicals more quickly sanctioned such experiences
as works of the Holy Spirit, alongside their endorse-
ments of unregulated itinerancy, public attacks on un-
converted ministers, and great confidence that new con-
verts could have full assurance of their salvation. These
stances served as key fault lines between them and mod-
erate evangelicals, and fractured the movement almost
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from its very beginnings. Kidd takes great pains to trace
the ups and downs, and ins and outs of the three-sided
ministerial contests (radicals, moderates, and anti-re-
vivalists) over these matters in the 1740s, especially in
New England. Like the Awakening itself, however, his
history seems to get bogged down at that point with too
much attention to pastoral rifts and too little focus on
the revivals’ broader social contexts or its lasting results
among the laity. To his credit, though, Kidd always
takes the radicals seriously and gives them their due
rather than yielding to the all too common tendency to
dismiss them as fanatics or lunatics.

Kidd’s narrative picks up steam again in the final
third of the book when he follows the Awakening geo-
graphically southward to Virginia and the Carolinas
and northward into Nova Scotia, chronologically into
the American Revolution and the 1780s, and racially
into Native American and African American commu-
nities. He effectively shows evangelicalism’s penetra-
tion into all these times and places, though specialists
on any one of them might find reasons to quibble. So,
for instance, his chapter on Indians focuses rather ex-
clusively on missionary efforts generated out of New
England evangelicalism and largely ignores the simul-
taneous and generally more effective outreach of Mora-
vians. Moreover, his decision to orient that chapter
mostly around the careers of white missionaries rather
than the activities and fortunes of new or existing Chris-
tian Indian enclaves in eastern New England and else-
where seems a missed opportunity to present a more
Native-centered perspective on the Awakening. More
positively, Kidd teases out well the overall ambivalence
of white evangelicals on the social and political impli-
cations of their message, whether in relation to women,
the poor, Indians, African slavery, or the colonies’ re-
lationship with Great Britain. As a result, as the move-
ment expanded in numbers and cultural clout in the
nineteenth century, it proved capable of both radical
calls for change and dogged defenses of “the historic
barriers of race, class, and gender” (p. 323). In helping
us to understand more fully how and why that was pos-
sible (and perhaps even predictable given the moder-
ate-radical split of the eighteenth century), Thomas
Kidd has gone a long way toward filling the need for a
synthetic history of the Great Awakening and the evan-
gelical Christianity it spawned.

RicHARD W. POINTER
Westmont College

Jack D. Marierta and G. S. Rowe. Troubled Experi-
ment: Crime and Justice in Pennsylvania, 1682-1800.
(Early American Studies.) Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press. 2006. Pp. x, 353. $59.95.

Jack D. Marietta and G. S. Rowe have produced a solid
piece of local crime and criminal justice history, from
the initial establishment of Pennsylvania’s criminal jus-
tice system in 1682 through to 1800. The first two chap-
ters focus on the earliest period of the criminal laws and
courts, up to 1718. The next two chapters, more the-
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