JINS 356 ART AND SCIENCE OF HUMOR

Summer 2004

Janet B. Davis, Ph.D.

McClain 318

Class meets Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 2:50 to 4:30 p.m. in BH 346

Phones






Office Hours

(Office) 785-7239





Mon, Wed, Thurs from 9:45 

(Home) 627-0746





to 10:45 a.m. and 4:30-5 p.m.

Email: jdavis@truman.edu




or by appointment.

Course Description

This course gives students the opportunity to look at the human phenomenon of humor through the lenses of research in various disciplines.  Students will come to understand what makes something humorous as well as the impact of humor on the mind and body.  Course material draws on the fields of sociology, psychology, physiology, medicine, communication, political science, business, education, linguistics and literature, as well as research from scholars who have devoted their lives to researching humor.

This course is writing enhanced and it satisfies the requirements of a Junior Inter-disciplinary Seminar.

Course Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

a. Identify and explain the major contemporary humor theories.

b. Understand the body’s physiological responses to humor and laughter.

c. Appreciate the role of humor in interpersonal relationships.

d. Understand how humor affects teaching and learning environments.

e. Understand the role of humor in social and political commentary.

f. Evaluate humor for potentially adverse effects.

g. Identify various forms and styles of humor.

Required Text

JINS 356 Coursepack for Art and Science of Humor.  Kirksville, MO: Truman State University, Summer 2004.  Available at Truman State University Bookstore in the SUB.

Other required materials will be posted on CourseInfo or put on reserve at Pickler Memorial Library.

Requirements for Satisfactory Completion of Course

1. Regular attendance.  Three or more unexcused absences will result in a lower grade for progress and participation.  For an excused absence, call or email me before the class that you must miss.

2. Active participation in class.  This includes keeping up with assigned reading and participating in class discussion and assigned activities both graded and ungraded.

3. Timely delivery of written work.  Written work is due at 2:50 p.m. on scheduled dates.  Late delivery will result in loss of points.

4. Satisfactory completion of graded assignments.  These include:

a. Theory debates.

b. Literature review paper.

c. Midterm and final exams.

d. Final project, either a comedy performance or a 12-page paper.

5. Academic honesty and integrity.  Do not use the intellectual property of others without acknowledgment (no plagiarism).  Do not use materials taken from the internet, in whole or in part, without citing their source.  You are expected to work alone on exams and quizzes without the use of outside resources.  A student found not to have upheld these expectations is subject to failing the course and being reported to the Dean of Student Affairs office and the Vice President for Academic Affairs.

Tentative Schedule (dates subject to change)

[Items in square brackets should be completed before the next class session.]

M June 7
Introduction to the course and to the assignments.



[Read articles by P. Keith-Spiegel and J. Morreall in Coursepack]

W June 9
Review of humor theories.  Choose teams and prepare for humor debates.



[Prepare debates; work on outlines, due Monday, June 14]

Th June 10
Review of physical and physiological effects of laughter and humor.



Discussion of requirements for lit review paper.



[Read two articles by W.F. Fry in Coursepack]

M June 14
Theory debates.



[Propose a topic for lit review paper; be ready to discuss it in class]

W June 16
Theory debates.



Topics for paper.

[Read articles in Coursepack by E. Graham & M. Papa, J.A. Thorson & F.C. Powell]

Th June 17
Guest lecture by statistician.



Overview of sociological approaches to the study of humor.



[Read articles in Coursepack  by A. Ziv & O. Gadish, and Gary A. Fine]

M June 21
Discussion of readings.



Comparison of quantitative and qualitative approaches to research.





[Read articles by Martin & Gayle; Rizzo, Wanzer & Booth-Butterfield]

W June 23
Humor in business and organizations.



Library visit for intro to resources for research.



[Begin work on Lit review paper, due Monday, June 28]  

Th June 24
Overview of humor in education and healthcare.

[Read articles by Wanzer & Frymier, Gorham and Christopal, Holt and Willard-Holt]

M June 28
Literature review papers are due.



Humor in teaching and learning.



Humor in healthcare.



[Read article by Norman Cousins]

W June 30
Midterm exam.



[Write 2-page proposal for final project]

Th July 1
Guest lecturer.



Overview of types of humor.



[Read articles by LaFave & Mannell; Kramarae; Herzog & Karafa]

M July 5
No classes, 4th of July holiday!

W July 7
Project proposals are due


Types of humor.



Humor in advertising.



[Read articles by Speck; Cline & Kellaris]

Th July 8
Political humor and cartoons.




[Individual conferences will be scheduled July 8, 9 and 12]



[Bring a cartoon and one-page report to class on July 12]

M July 12
Student presentations.



Functions of humor.



[Read article in Coursepack by Meyer]

W July 14
Discussion of reading.



Planning organization and publicity for evening of comedy (July 27).



[Reading on reserve at library]

Th July 15
Comedy filmfest.

Class time on July 19, 21 and 22 will be devoted to practice sessions for stand-up comedy routines and student presentations of written projects.


M July 26
Peer editing written projects.



Rehearsal time in Activities Room.

TUESDAY, JULY 27.  

AN EVENING OF STAND-UP COMEDY IN THE SUB ACTIVITIES ROOM, from 7 to 10 p.m.



All members of the class are expected to attend.

W July 28
Review of course and student evaluations.

Th July 29
Final exam.

Grading

Assignment







Points

Theory debate outline






 20

Theory debate







 30

Literature review paper





 50

Midterm exam







 50

Cartoon presentation and report




 30

Project proposal






 20

Final project







100

Final exam







100

Total







400

Scores of 360 to 400 will be graded A.

320-359 = B

280-319 = C

240-279 = D

Scores lower than 240, or failure to complete requirements, will be graded F.

The Graded Assignments

Theory Debate.  Working in teams, students will debate the merits of current major and minor humor theories.  This requires a thorough knowledge of each of the theories as well as a critical understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of each theory.  The goal for each team is to have their theory prevail.  Each student must turn in a typed outline with list of Works Cited.  The grade will be assigned as 20 points possible for the outline and 30 points for your presentation.

Literature Review Paper.  Nearly all the reading selections in the Coursepack include long lists of references.  This assignment gives you the opportunity to read and evaluate some of that background material.  For the literature review paper, you should read at least six referenced works, summarize them and comment on them.  The paper must be no less than five full pages long, with Works Cited on a separate sheet.  Writing style and correctness of grammar, spelling and punctuation will count for up to 20 points of the 50 points possible on the assignment as a whole.

Cartoon Presentation and Report.  Find a one-frame print cartoon and copy it for use in class.  You may be called on to give an oral presentation about your chosen cartoon.  Turn in a one-page report (more if you like) describing the rhetorical situation of the cartoon and accounting for its humor.  30 points possible.  Correctness counts.

Project Proposal.  Turn in two full pages (at least) making a proposal for your final project in the class.  A separate list of Works Cited should be provided if appropriate.  Writing style and correctness of grammar, spelling and punctuation will count for up to 10 points of the 20 points possible on the assignment.  The proposal will be returned to you at a mandatory conference with the instructor.  Be sure to schedule and keep your conference appointment.

Final Project.

Option A.  Prepare a stand-up comedy routine (8 to 10 minutes) using the comedy writing techniques discussed in class.  Publicize the scheduled comedy performance evening, and perform the prepared routine, which will be videotaped.  Turn in a 4-page (minimum) reaction paper that evaluates the performance and makes suggestions for improvement.

Option B.  Select a humorous communication artifact, such as an ad, stand-up comedian routine, situation comedy or literary work, and apply one or more rhetorical models to the artifact to explain its effectiveness or examine its implications.  Write a 12-page (minimum) paper that includes an introduction, description of artifact, explanation of critical model or method, application, discussion of results, and conclusion.  Supply a list of Works Cited on a separate sheet.

100 points are possible for this assignment, whichever option you choose, and correctness of written material will be graded.

