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Course Information
This course, a 300-level, interdisciplinary, writing enhanced seminar, entitled “Issues in Democratic Institutions”, will be offered for three credits.  

Junior status is a pre-requisite.

Course Description
JINS 305 has in the past been an interdisciplinary confrontation with sociological issues currently affecting the institution of American public education. The course was designed to challenge students to define for themselves what should be the basis of education in the society, and for whom education should be provided.  Most importantly, the course was designed to challenge students to specify individual and group responsibility for educating the generations in a democratic society.

The course has become much broader.  This section will be an interdisciplinary confrontation with sociological and political issues currently affecting the larger institution of  democracy in America.  The challenge in this course will be for you to define for yourself  what should be the basis for behavior around specific issues in our democratic nation, and how the various democratic institutions should serve.  Most importantly, the course is meant to challenge you to specify individual and group responsibility for insuring that democratic principles prevail in the issue you choose to study.

Interconnecting Perspectives:

The course assumes that the liberally educated citizen must be encouraged in the full development of human capacities and individual responsibility. Thus, the course is oriented to the liberal education of you, the future citizen, who are ultimately responsible for the democratization of institutions that will serve the generations that follow you in a democratic society.  The course will illuminate the human condition by exploring aspects of individual and group responsibility in the liberal studies tradition.  

Based on the constructivist model of education, you as a student will reflect on real social issues in a given scenerio, from the perspective of the philosophical, historical and political foundations of American democracy.  Through discussion of the readings and your own reflections, writing, and simulations, you should ultimately demonstrate an understanding of the responsibility of the cultivated citizen for equity and quality in a democratic society. 

This spring, Spring 2006, we will read two new books, Thomas L. Friedman’s national bestseller The World is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-First Century, 2005.  Friedman is a New York Times foreign affairs columnist.  He is a 3-times winner of the Pulitzer Prize for his reporting in the NY Times..  
In addition to Friedman’s new book, we will be reading Jonathan Kozol’s The Shame of the Nation: Restoration of Apartheid Schooling in America, 2005.  Kozol is a 3-times winner of the National Book Award.
We will apply the author’s theses to the phenomena that have occurred in New Orleans in the summer and fall of 2005, and in small groups take on the hypothetical solution to one of the given problems experienced by the city of New Orleans in the past 6 months, or perhaps 6 decades.   

In this course everyone will read these two books, and perhaps a few readings, handouts, videos and/or assigned internet sites in common.  Your major reading in addition to the Friedman and Kozol texts will come from your own individual research from which you will develop an annotated bibliography and research paper for presentation on your group panel  Your group may decide to do a group paper or project.  But individual assignments must be reflected.  .  Print resources as well as current readings from the international media will be the basis of your research on the  current issue impacting or impacted by the democratic institutions today.  

Writing-Enhanced:


Reflecting on and writing about authentic issues in American democracy, you will use writing as a mode of learning as well as a method of communicating your insights and opinions. The writing and presenting you do in this class should demonstrate progressively your ability to generate, organize, and communicate ideas fully, clearly, and cogently.  You will be expected to exhibit critical thinking through the requirement to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate a sociological issue from its philosophical and historical and/or political foundations. Your papers, subject to peer reviews and self-assessment, as well as instructor critiques will uncover strengths and concerns, and generate strategies for improvement and revision. 

The final revised paper in each assignment will be clear, coherent, and well organized.  In the final revisions, students will demonstrate a command of syntax, punctuation, usage, and formatting conventions. Students will utilize a conventional style used to address a public academic audience on all papers.  The students will have a choice of APA, MLA, Turabian or Chicago Style depending upon the student’s own background discipline, or upon the discipline from which the student does most of his/her reading. 

Required Texts:

Thomas L. Friedman.  2005.  The World is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-First Century. 

Jonathan Kozol.  2005.  The Shame of the Nation: Restoration of Apartheid Schooling in America.  2005. 


Various handouts and internet sites as assigned. 


Your own research from: The Economist,  New York Times, London Times, Christian Science Monitor; Washington Post; Atlantic Monthly; New Yorker; The Republic; St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Kansas City Star, New Orleans Picayune and the  international media.  Bring your finds to class and discuss them with us.   

Recommended Selections:


John Locke.  Two Treatises on Government.  1689.


Peter Senge, et al. Schools that Learn, 2000.
Class Expectations

· You will be responsible for all assigned readings and for the films viewed in class. 
· Attendance at two campus presentations outside of class is required, others are recommended. 
· The most important writing you do will be on the research that you compile on a current issue of  your choice.  That paper, preceded by an annotated bibliography, will be critiqued first by peers and then by the instructor. 
· Your annotated bibliography will be critiqued by the instructor who will make suggestions for development and/or changes for your paper.  

· Your research paper will be the basis of your participation on a panel of 4 to 6 members all of whom will present a solution to an authentic problem.  Each member will discuss the broader common issue from the perspective of his or her expertise gained from his or her own research on the topic.  You will have opportunities in and out of class to plan the panel discussions with your panel peers.  The panel discussions will be peer evaluated.  

· The thoroughness of your peer evaluation of other panel members on panels other than your own will be a part of your grade. 
· On mid-term and final exams you will respond to assigned and selected readings, to lectures, visiting lecturers and class discussions. 

Evaluation of Class Expectations


Responses to 2 outside events @ 25 points each



 50
Annotated bibliography






100


Draft of paper, 2 hard copies for peer review 



  50

Peer reviewed, revised draft of paper for instructor



100


Final revision may raise score of first revised draft 


Review of 2 peers’ papers @ 50 each




100                                                                            


Panel presentation





 
100


Peer evaluations  (2) of panel presentations @ 50 points each                             100

Exams (2) at 100 points each over readings



 
200
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Tentative Schedule
	
	                           
	

	Dates
	Topic
	Assignment                          *Due

	
	
	In addition to the required readings listed on the internet,  students should be accessing the international, national and state news in print or on the internet every week of class to prepare for the “fishbowl” research papers.  



	Jan 13
	Introduction to Course
	MLK reading

MLK celebration performance

Chapter on India in A Force More Powerful

	
	
	

	Jan 15
	Ghandi.  Written and Spoken by James Cameron.  MPI, 1990


	

	Jan 20
	Discussion of MLK reading and early 20th century movement in India.    
	Chapter on Southern Tennessee in A Force More Powerful

	Jan 22
	No class.  See opportunities in January/February for required campus events outside class.  
	

	Jan 27    
	Discussion of  civil rights movement in Tennessee in mid-20th century.  
	Handout on judicial system and democracy

	Jan 29
	Introduce Judicial system and democracy
	Handout on Court cases on educational equity

	Feb 03
	Meet in Computer Lab VH  1304
	

	Feb 05
	Meet in Alumni Room with Dr. James Anderson, 2004 Baldwin Lecturer

DUE FEB 10
	* One page response to Dr. Anderson



	Feb 10
	Dr. Agha Ashraf, philosopher, lecturer,  professed Ghanian, and former Education Commissioner of the State of Kashmir, India.  Also former Chair of Board of Higher Education for Kashmir and  former Head of Teacher Training university in Kashmir


	From Dictatorship to Democracy http://www.pbs.org/weta/dictator/otpor/sharp

	Feb 12
	Discussion of  From Dictatorship to Democracy/Tentative identification of fishbowl panels and topics
DUE FEB 17


	*One page response to Dr. Agha



	Feb 17
	Meet in Computer Lab VH 1304
	

	Feb 19
	Bringing Down a Dictator.  Narrated by Martin Sheen.  PBS
	

	Feb 24
	Dr. Julie Lochbaum, Director, Teaching and Learning Center.

DUE FEB 26


	* One page response to Dr. Lochbaum

	Feb 26
	Discussion of Bringing Down a Dictator, 
	

	Mar 02
	DUE MAR 02

Strategic Planning of Panels and Review
	* Tentative Annotated Bibliography

	Mar 04
	Midterm Exam
	

	Mar 09

Mar 11


	
Spring Break
	International, national and state news in print or on the internet, and development of your complete annotated bibliography.  

	Mar 16
	What is happening in Missouri Schools?  
	Selected handouts and assigned web sites.

	Mar 18
	Educational equity and finance 


	

	Mar 23 
	What are the issues in the presidential campaign?  
	

	Mar 25
	DUE MAR 25

Strategic planning for fishbowl panels
	* Completed annotated bibliography

	Mar 30
	Bibliographies returned  
	

	Apr 01
	
	

	Apr 06
	DUE APR 06

 Peer review of papers.
	* Draft of paper for peer review

	Apr 08
	DUE APR  08
	* Revised draft of paper for instructor review  

	Apr 13
	Panel discussion in fishbowl format
	* Peer evaluation    or      * Final paper

	Apr 15
	Panel discussion in fishbowl format
	* Peer evaluation    or      * Final paper

	Apr 20

Apr 22


	No class

No class 

DUE APR 27
	* Response to university research seminar

	Apr 27
	Panel discussion in fishbowl format
	* Peer evaluation     or      * Final paper

	Apr 29
	Panel discussion in fishbowl format
	* Peer evaluation     or      * Final paper

	May 04
	All papers returned to students 
	* No papers accepted after Apr 29

	May 05
	Reading Day
	

	May 06
	Final Exam: May 6, Thursday, 9:30-11:20  
	

	
	· Every class day, students will be expected to have read the international press on 
current events.  There will be a running dialogue during the class. 
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