	SYLLABUS
ED 389 Foundations of Education 
Truman State University
Spring 2006
 
Professor
Dr. Janice Grow
Work (660) 785-4390, Violette Hall 2356
Home (660) 665-3451

Office Hours: 8:30-11:30 W  
                    and by appointment
                    Room 2356 Violette Hall
Email: jgrow@truman.edu
Course Description
This course is designed as an introduction and exploration of education. We will investigate the historical, philosophical, social, political and legal aspects of education and further your understanding of the various issues that shape and impact our system of education. In addition, an understanding of these aspects will allow you to be reflective on your beliefs, knowledge, personal experiences, and philosophy of education, which you will be encouraged to share with your peers.  The course is designed to challenge students to define what should be the basis of education in the society, and for whom education should be provided.  Most importantly, the course is designed to challenge students to specify individual and group responsibility for educating the generations in a democratic society.
Course Goals
By the end of this course, participants will:
· Identify and understand the aspects of historical, philosophical, social, political, and legal issues of education;
 
· Deepen an understanding of education by focusing on teachers and learners, teachers and teaching, students and schools, and schools and society;
 
·  Understand the format and content of a research paper in the educational research literature;
 
· Explore a current issue in education in the development of an annotated bibliography and researched   issues paper;
 
· Improve writing skills; and format writing according to APA style 5th ed.; or an alternative consistent style;
· Engage in thoughtful discussion with peers; and
 
· Examine a commitment to teaching through personal reflection.
Course Textbooks
Recommended:
American Psychological Association. (2001).  Publication Manual of
     the American Psychological Association (5th ed.).  Washington, DC: 

Mondale, Sarah and Patton, Sarah B. (Eds.). (2001). School: The Story 
     of American Public Education. Boston: Beacon Press.
Required: 
             Ornstein, A. C., & Levine, D. U. Foundations of education.  9th or 8th Edition.   NY:
                  Houghton Mifflin.         
ED 389 Interconnecting Perspectives:
This course assumes that the liberally educated citizen must be encouraged in the full development of human capacities and individual responsibility. The course is oriented to the liberal education of you, the future citizen who is ultimately responsible for the education of the generations that will follow you in our democratic society.  The course will illuminate the human condition by exploring aspects of individual and group responsibility in the liberal studies tradition.  
The course is based on the constructivist model of education, thus, you will reflect on real social issues in the institution of American Public Education, from the perspective of the philosophical, historical and political foundations of American Education.  Through discussion of the readings and your own reflections, writing, and simulations, you will ultimately be expected to demonstrate an understanding of the responsibility of the cultivated citizen for the education of the society. 
You will encounter readings and/or video clips about the Greco-Roman period, the Middle Ages, the Enlightenment period, the modern Progressive political movement and the post-modern revisionist reform movement to come to an understanding of the roots of four major schools of thought that vie for control of schooling in American society.  Upon completion of the course you will have been introduced to multiple ways of thinking about issues, problems, and concepts.  


This is a designated writing enhanced course. 
Reflecting on and writing about authentic issues in American Education, you will use writing as a mode of learning as well as a method of communicating your insights and opinions. You will generate an annotated bibliography for and write an issue paper which will be peer critiqued, instructor critiqued, and revised.   Your bibliography may contain electronic resources, and must contain print resources as well.   The final paper, which should be suitable for inclusion in your senior or career search portfolio, will demonstrate your ability to generate, organize, and communicate ideas fully, clearly, and cogently.  You will exhibit critical thinking through the requirement to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate a sociological issue from its philosophical and historical and/or political foundations.  In the final revisions, students will demonstrate command of syntax, punctuation, usage, and formatting conventions. You will utilize a conventional style used to address a public academic audience on all papers.  You will have a choice of APA, MLA, Turabian or Chicago Style depending upon your own background discipline, or upon the discipline from which you do most of your reading. 
Through the readings in the text, your research and from discussions in class, you will see two major strands of thought that have provided tension in the way American society is educated.  One strand can be called a traditional strand, the other a progressive strand.  You will see these two strands impacting every major issue around the society’s responsibility to educate its young through time.  In each issue considered, you will be asked to reflect on the beginnings of one or both of the tensions in the philosophical writings of the ages.  You will come to an understanding of why today there is not consensus on the aims of education--on how the society educates the young, on what should be taught, or on whom the society educates. 
Readings will develop the two strands, 1) the traditional view that education should entail the transmission of the culture, the great ideas decided upon by the elite, and that the status quo in society should be maintained; and 2) the progressive view that education should entail the social evolution of the people, the individual development of society’s members, perhaps even the reform of society.  These readings may be selected from the disciplines of philosophy and sociology.  Readings developing the issues may come from the discipline of sociology, some from case law of the U.S. district courts and the U.S. Supreme Court.
ED 389 Online Information and Support:
            Information on support and resources related to the unique learning and technical aspects of online learning will be provided during the first week of class.   Guidelines on being a successful online learner are listed below:
a.   Log on to your course at least once weekly.
b.   Make sure you are up to date in submitting assignments.
c.   Stay on top of your reading assignments.
d.   If you have a comment or a question, e-mail Dr. Grow at jgrow@truman.edu              
e.   If you have a technical question about accessing this course online, e-mail Mr. Penrose at penrose@truman.edu
f.   Online learning is dynamic and exciting.  You will learn both the material you are studying and, also, about the use of technology in developing new ways of learning and interacting. 
 

Module 1: 
SIMULATION: 2001-2005
Weeks 1, 2, 3, 4:    
1. Online Learning Supports 
a. Outlines: Ornstein Chapters 7, 8, 9  
b. Notes: Ornstein Chapters 7, 8, 9 

c. Glossary: Ornstein Chapters 7, 8, 9 

d. Simulation Scenario and Roles
  

2. In Class Learning  
a. Lecture/Discussions: Ornstein Chapters 7, 8, & 9 

b. Simulation of American public education policy making 

c. Debriefing of  Simulation  
  

3. Out of Class Learning
    a.    Ornstein Chapters 7, 8, 9
    b.    Reflective Journal: Interpretation of what happened in simulation
    c,    Selection of Current Issue for Research Paper
    d.    Assessment I: Take home exam due on Feb.  2    
           e.    Annotated bibliography of at least 5 references with one
                  paragraph summary of direction of paper:  due Feb. 14.
                  Printed hard copy only to instructor.  No e-mailed
                  assignments will be accepted. 
Module II: 
The Common School: 1770-1900

As American as Public School: 1900-1950
Weeks 4, 5, 6, 7, 8  
1. Online Learning Supports 
a. Outlines: Ornstein Chapters  4, 6, 5, 13     
b. Notes: Ornstein Chapters  4, 6, 5, 13 

c. Glossary: Ornstein Chapters 4, 6, 5, 13 

d. The Common School: PBS Film Series, Part I & Part II
As American As Public School: PBS Film Series, Part II
2. In Class Learning  
a. Lecture/Discussions: Ornstein Chapters 4, 6, 5, & 13 

b. PBS Video: School: The Story of American Public Education School; Part 1: The Common School  
c.  PBS video series:  School: The Story of American Public Education; Part II, As American As Public School 

d. Assessment II:  March 9

  

3. Out of Class Learning
    a.    Ornstein Chapters 4, 6, 5 & 13, Research readings
    b.    Draft of Current Issues Research Paper ready for peer    
           review.  Bring three copies, one for each of your reviewers.  
           List of references must be included.  Due March 7.
  
Module III: 
Separate and Unequal: 1950-1980
Weeks : 9, 10, 11, 12   
1. Online Learning Supports 
a. Outlines: Ornstein Chapters 10, 11 & 12    
b. Notes: Ornstein Chapters 10, 11 & 12 

c. Glossary: Ornstein Chapters 10, 11 & 12 

d. Separate and Unequal: PBS Film Series, Part III
  

2. In Class Learning  
a. Lecture/Discussions: Ornstein Chapters 10, 11 & 12 

b. PBS video series:  School: The Story of American Public Education; Part III: Separate and Unequal 

c. Assessment III:   (Will include Modules III and IV)  April 25 or 27
  

3. Out of Class Learning
    a.    Ornstein Chapters 10, 11 & 12
    b.    Peer Review responses to Drafts of Current Issues Research: due back to writer March 21.
    c.    Revision of Peer-Reviewed Current Issues Research Paper  (list of references included) due 
                  to Instructor April 6.   Printed hard copies only to instructor.  No e-mailed ssignments 
                  accepted. Include:
                 1. Revised paper
                 2. Attached annotated bibliography containing instructor’s comments
                 3. All reviewed copies which should be dated and signed by the reviewer.  
                   Revised papers due to instructor April 6.  
 

 

Module IV: 
A Nation at Risk?: 1980-2000

Revision of Simulation: 2000-2006
Weeks, 13, 14, 15:    
1. Online Learning Supports 
a. Outlines: Ornstein Chapters  14, 15 & 16    
b. Notes: Ornstein Chapters 13, 14, 15  & 16 

c. Glossary: Ornstein Chapters 13, 14, 15 & 16 

d. Nation at Risk: PBS Film Series, Part IV

  

2. In Class Learning  
a. Lecture/Discussions: Ornstein Chapters 13, 14, 15 & 16;  

b. School: The Story of American Public Education; Part IV
PBS video series 

c. Student Research Seminar April 20

d. Return to and Revision of Simulation

e. Assessment III:  April 25 or 27
f. Assessment IV:  Finals Week.  Will include an essay on your personal philosophy of education.  Final scheduled for Th, May 11, 7:30-9:20.

3. Out of Class Learning
    a.    Ornstein Chapters 13, 14, 15 & 16
           b.    Review Ornstein 7, 8, 9
           c.    If Revision of final paper desired, due to instructor by
                 April 18.
 

Product Requirements
 
1.  Reflective Journal Assignment (suggested for study purposes, not to be turned in)
            The process of writing improves our understanding of course content. The purpose of this assignment is to facilitate the formation of your educational philosophy.  For each module, you will be asked to reflect and make journal entries on the Directed Questions on each module:  For Module I, you are to reflect on your interpretation of what happened in the in-class simulation as it applies to what you know about the organization and financing of public education.   For Module II, you are to reflect on questions related to Part One of  School as related to your philosophy and future role in education (what, where and whom you plan to teach).  This gives you an opportunity to write a first draft of your philosophy of education, which is one of the major final assignments for the course.  
              For Module III, you are to reflect on questions noted on Part Two of Schools and your learning associated with issues of diversity in schools. On Module IV you are to reflect on questions tied to Part Three of Schools, specifically, on your thoughts on the “separate, and unequal” realities of the story or history of American Public Education.   For Module V, you are to describe your perspective on questions listed for Part Four of Schools: A Nation at Risk?  Also, include your reflections on how  this module has affected your thoughts on school reform.  For Module V, you are also to reflect on your interpretation of what happened in the in-class simulation, in relation to what you know about the social and political issues that are reflected in public education, and that are reflected in the philosophical and historical foundations of public education.  
               No style requirements are imposed on your journal assignment and no revisions will be required.   Your writings should be in a legible format that works for you. Your private reflection should be completed by the end of each module.  One of the Directed Questions will be on each assessment.  
2.  Current Issues Research Paper           
The issues paper will be peer and instructor reviewed and revised. You will be asked to address an issue, to present at least two perspectives.  You will be asked to analyze where those perspectives might have originated in the philosophical foundations of American society, or
in more recent political or legal writings.  You will be asked to take a stand yourself and place yourself in the context of American philosophical or political thought.  
You will submit a preliminary summary of your paper with an annotated bibliography of references selected from the footnotes in your text, from the internet, or from a source approved by the instructor: due February 14.  There are some excellent resources on the internet for developing an annotated bibliography.  One of my favorites is at http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/skill28.htm 
To select your topic, peruse your Ornstein text.  The Ornstein/Levine text comprises a comprehensive reference to most of the issues impacting American education today.  The text is rich in bibliographic footnotes.  One way to begin your research is to look up the articles referenced in Ornstein and Levine's footnotes under the topic you choose.  Read those articles--you may find a reference in one or more of those articles that interests you.  Thus you have gone backward to primary references.  Then go forward to current articles by searching the internet.  Your preliminary summary should tell us what you are researching, where you expect to go with it, and your annotations should tell us what each reference will contribute to your paper.  
Your annotated bibliography with preliminary summary is due February 14.  Your first draft is due for peer review on March 7.  Your responses to others' drafts are due March 21, and your final revised draft, annotated bibliography and original peer reviewed drafts are due to the instructor on April 6.  If you desire to turn in a revision of your final draft it is due on April 18.  See section above on Enhanced Writing for other guidelines on your issues research paper.  
3.  Assessments

             Four assessments will be conducted, one take-home due on Feb. 2, three in class on March 9 and on

             April 25 or 27 and during Finals Week on May 11..  Material covered on Assessments will be from:

            Ornstein and Levine, Foundations of Education; 
             Directed Questions on the PBS film series School: The Story of American Public Education, 
             Class lectures/discussions, and the simulation.  

             Development of your philosophy of education will be addressed on the final exam.  
4.  Personal Philosophy Paper
The formation of a philosophy of education is a developmental process shaped by our life’s experiences and education. Your beliefs about knowledge, where it comes from, and how you both learn and teach are already formed. This assignment is designed to facilitate your examination and expression of those beliefs by giving you the opportunity to journal on your learning as related to your beliefs.  The total length of the paper should be no more than 3 double-spaced typed pages (written for an audience of school administrators).  The Philosophy Paper is to be submitted at the final exam, and may be given to the instructor at any time during the semester for preliminary feedback. 

Grading 
Students will be expected to:

Participate in all in-class activities: 
Complete module activities:
  readings and films
  reflection assignments 
  assessments (100 points each) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     400 points total 
 
Write research paper on current issue in American education
and actively participate in discussions on the topic:
  Annotated bibliography with summary due Feb 14. . . . .                                         50 points
  Draft (3 copies) of paper for peer review due March 7 . . . .                                    50 points
  Responses to drafts of peers (50 points each) due March 21. . . . . . . . . . . . .      100 points
  Final draft to instructor due April 4 . . : . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .       200 points
  Revision for change of final draft grade due April 18
   
Total Points:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 800 points total                  
· If you have special learning needs, please do not hesitate to talk with me. 

· All students are responsible for the assigned readings, writing assignments, and assessments. 
· This course follows the honor policies of Truman State University regarding plagiarism and academic honesty. 
I am looking forward to our in-class and online time of learning together.  
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