Hist 231: Introduction to History

Name: __________________________

Library Research Exercise

Date Due: 

You will be looking for sources for your research topic.  On each printout or photocopy, write the problem number.  Some of the problems may require use of the computer workstations in the library, so be sure to allow time to do this.  

Use the online Guide to Library Resources for Historical Research to help you complete the exercise. The guide can be found by following these links: Library home page—Research Guides—Historical Research Resources. When a question refers to the online guide, the appropriate link from the Table of Contents will be in parentheses.

Give your research topic: 

1. List the key terms of this topic:

2. Give the Library of Congress classification letters that would describe your topic. 

(Library of Congress Classification for History) 

3. Write the title of a subject encyclopedia or subject dictionary, which would be a good place to begin your research. (Encyclopedias  & Dictionaries)  If no subject encyclopedia is appropriate, give the title of a general encyclopedia you might use. 

Look at the book and give volume/page numbers where your topic is found 

Read the article you found.  List below some key terms or phrases about your topic that you learned from the article and could apply to the search.

Does this article have a bibliography? ___________

Based on this reading, are you considering: (circle one)


A. Keeping your topic as originally stated 
C. Broadening your topic


B. Narrowing your topic



D. Choosing a different topic

4. If your topic has changed after examining the background material then restate it here:

5. Give the titles of 2-3 bibliographies which might be useful for your topic: 

(Bibliographies) You can also search the Library Catalog.

6. Use the Library Catalog to find a primary source on your topic.  Look for subdivisions like PERSONAL NARRATIVES and SOURCES or add those terms to keyword searches. Also, look for names of people as authors to find letters, diaries, etc. (Primary Sources)

Print out one Library Catalog record and attach it.

Look at the book.  What sources are included in it?

7. Use America: History & Life or Historical Abstracts, whichever is appropriate for your topic, to find information. If your topic comes before 1450 and occurred outside North America then use Humanities Abstracts on FirstSearch.  Print one reference with its abstract (if available) and attach it.  Answer the following questions about this reference.

a. Is this a book review, book, article, or dissertation? (circle one)

b. Does the library have it?

c.  
If not, how could you get a copy?
8. Give the titles and call numbers of two other periodical indexes (databases) that would be useful. (Periodicals and Periodical Article Indexes) If you use any online databases, simply use the name of the database for the call number.

Use one of them to find sources on your topic.  Place a check mark next to the one you used.  Choose an article 3-5 pages in length that the library owns or has access to electronically.  
Find the article and read it, then answer the following questions:

Title of Article: _________________________________________________

Author: _______________________________________________________

Periodical Title: ________________________________________________

Volume: ________ Date: ______________ Pages: ____________________

a. Is the article from a scholarly journal or a magazine? How do you know?

b. Who is the intended audience? _________________________________

c. Does the article have a bibliography? ____ If yes, can you use some of the references from it? _____

d. Does the article or periodical give any information about the author’s reputation? 

If so, what are their credentials?

e. What is the author’s viewpoint?

f. What conclusions does the author reach, if any?  Briefly state them.

g. Does it seem to you that the author’s thesis was: (circle one) 

1. Well supported and thought out

2. Poorly supported and over simplified

3. Somewhere between 1 and 2​​​​​​​​

h. Why did you come to this conclusion in g?

9. Look at the newspapers listed in the guide. (Newspapers)  Which of these might be useful for your topic?

10. Look at the American Periodical Series Index (Microform Room AP2  A3101835 1979) 1741-1900.  Could this be a useful source for your topic? 

11. Look at the list of primary sources in the guide (Primary Sources: A Selected List of Documents) or consult the Microform page (the link is on the Primary Sources: A Selected List of Documents page). List any that would be useful for your topic.

Determine if government information is relevant to your topic. If no government sources are appropriate for your topic, skip question #12.

12. Look for government information on your topic. (Government Information Sources) Remember if you choose Congressional Masterfile (1789-1969) it is on a CD-ROM station located across from the Reference Desk. For 1970+ use LexisNexis Congressional.
a. Which type of government information might best fit your topic? (Court cases, Congressional hearings, international, state etc.) List below the type of source you will consult.  

b. After choosing the type of government information to consult, find the appropriate index and answer the following questions:

1. How many records look useful for your topic? ________________

2. Print out one reference and attach it.

3. Does the library have this item?___________ 

(For Congressional Masterfile, use the online guide, Congressional Publications
Indexed by the Congressional Information Service (CIS), to locate the microfiche. The guide is available at: http://library.truman.edu/microforms/cis.htm
Is it in print, microform, or electronic format? __________________

