History 367, Fall 2009

AMISH History and Culture

12:00 – 1:20 Tuesday & Thursday, Baldwin Hall 349
Professor:
Dr. Steven D. Reschly

Office:

McClain 219 

Phone:

x4648

Email:

sdr@truman.edu – Web: www2.truman.edu/~sdr

Office Hours:
9:30 – 10:30 T, 1:00 – 3:00 W, 2:00 – 3:00 Th, or by appointment

Department of History, McClain Hall 214, 785-7103

Does the Amishman pay taxes?  What’s the Amishman give back to the community?  How many Americans have lost their lives on foreign soil while the Amishmen sat on their [rears]?  They don’t believe in defending the country.
-Virgil Tiz, KKK Grand Dragon of Ohio

An Amish or Mennonite mother will not go to the store to buy ready-made food or clothes for her family.  She makes the meals and clothes as her self-sacrificing gift to them.  She fears that the work-saving conveniences will reduce the sharing, caring relationships of family life to a system of impersonal living.
-Sandra L. Cronk, Quaker Scholar

COURSE DESCRIPTION
 This class will examine the history and culture of the Old Order Amish in Europe and North America.  Beginning with the sixteenth-century Anabaptist movement, we will trace Amish history in Europe until they disappear from the European stage; and Amish history in North America as they establish a durable and successful culture.  We will pay some attention to related groups, such as the Hutterites and Mennonites.  We will also consider how insiders and outsiders have used these religious traditions to construct contemporary identities and communities.  The course will consist of readings and discussion, supplemented by lectures, films, music, and other materials.

REQUIRED BOOKS
Steven M. Nolt.  A History of the Amish.  Revised & Updated Edition.  Intercourse, PA:  Good Books, 2003.  978-1561483938
John D. Roth, trans. and ed., Letters of the Amish Division:  A Sourcebook.  Goshen, IN:  Mennonite Historical Society, 1993.

Paton Yoder.  Tradition and Transition:  Amish Mennonites and Old Order Amish 1800-1900.  Wipf & Stock Publishers, 2001.  978-1579104689
Joseph W. Yoder, Rosanna of the Amish (1940).  Scottdale, PA:  Herald Press, 1995.  978-0836190182
Julia Kasdorf, Sleeping Preacher (Pittsburgh, PA:  University of Pittsburgh Press, 1992).  978-0822954804
Brad Igou, compiler, The Amish in their Own Words:  Amish Writings from 25 Years of Family Life Magazine (Scottdale, PA:  Herald Press, 1999).  978-0836191233
COURSE ORGANIZATION AND GRADING
Discussion Papers/Participation


20%

Two brief papers




30%

Midterm Exam




20%

Final Exam





30%

More than two absences will lower student’s course grade.  Class participation is essential.

Reading questions will be provided to help students prepare for class sessions.  Discussion papers consist of short (usually 1-2 pages) written responses to questions on the assigned readings.  Responses will be collected during the course and graded on a 10 point scale.  Follow the essay writing guidelines in the handout “How to Study for an Essay Exam.”  Formulate a thesis, support your thesis with a line of argument and relevant evidence, and summarize in a conclusion.  The brief papers are a way of participating in class other than verbosity in discussion, and constitute an “as you go” study guide.

One brief paper (5-6 pages) will present an analysis of representations of the Amish in American popular culture, such as “Witness” and Weird Al.  The other brief paper (7-8 pages) will chronicle one community during one year between 1890 and 1950, using the news in The Budget (on microfilm in Pickler).
Final exam will be identification and essay.

Students are responsible for announcements and assignments made in class.
Anyone with a disability will be accommodated to the full extent of common sense and the law.

I expect enthusiastic adherence to university policies on academic honesty.  For definitions, see http://conduct.truman.edu/conduct_code_rules.asp
SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS
Day
Reading
Topic
8/27
Film, “A People of Preservation”  Introduction to Course

Overview of Amish culture in Pennsylvania
---
9/1
Twelve Articles, Schleitheim
Anabaptist Origins

Nolt, Chap 1

9/3
Nolt, Chap 2
European Counterculture


Paton Yoder, State
---
9/8
Roth, Intro
Swiss Brethren Environment, Pietism


Igou, Chap 2, Dordrecht
9/10
Roth, Letters 1-10
Swiss Brethren Schism
---
9/15
Roth, Letters 11-19, Appendix
Attempts at Reconciliation
9/17
Séguy, Correll, Gerlach
Amish Life in Europe

Nolt, Chap 3
---
9/22
Film, “Not to be Modern”
Overview of Amish culture in Ohio
9/24
Witness, Part 1
---
9/29
Witness, Part 2


Articles on the Movie Witness
10/1
Nolt, Chap 4
From Europe to North America


Yoder, Foreword, Preface
Established in the US


Chaps 1-2

---
10/6
Nolt, Chap 5
Migration Within Europe


10/8
Yoder, Chaps 3-6
Amish Polity, Beliefs, Discipline
---
10/13
Yoder, Chaps 7-8
Conflicts and Problems

Nolt, Chap 6

Reschly, Hostetler Plains, Kasdorf p. 6
10/15
NO CLASS, FALL BREAK

---

10/20
Yoder, Chaps 9-10
The Great Schism

Nolt, Chap 7

SHORT PAPER I DUE, Amish in Popular Culture


10/22
Yoder, Chaps 11-13
Amish Affiliations
10/24
FIELD TRIP to Kalona, Iowa (optional)
---

10/27
MIDTERM EXAM
10/29
Nolt, Chap 8
Re-forming Amish Worlds
---
11/3
Nolt, Chap 9
Old Order Emergence

Reschly & Jellison

11/5
Nolt, Chap 10
Entering the Twentieth Century

Erickson, Kasdorf “Rachel”

---

11/10
Nolt, Chap 11
Modern Challenges
11/12
Igou, Chaps 1, 3
Amish Writings

Joseph Yoder, Rosanna
---

11/17
Igou, Chap 4
Family and Gender

Kasdorf, 3-23

11/19
Igou, Chaps 5-7
Work and Farm

Kasdorf, 24-60

---

11/24,26
THANKSGIVING, NO CLASS

---

12/1
 Igou, Chaps 8-13
Ban and Shunning
12/3
Igou, Chaps 14-16
Humor, Miscellaneous

SHORT PAPER II DUE, “I Saw It In The Budget”
---

12/8
Meyers, Kraybill & Nolt
Population changes
12/10
Hostetler, Chap 18
Survival?

Nickel Mines articles
FINAL EXAM


Friday, December 18, 9:30 – 11:20

1

