
History 105, Fall 2011

American History 1877 – Present
Section 1, 10:30 – 11:20 Tues & Thurs, Baldwin 303
Section 2, 3:00 – 4:30 Tues & Thurs, Baldwin 350

Professor:
Dr. Steven D. Reschly

Office:

McClain 219 

Email:

sdr@truman.edu – Web: www2.truman.edu/~sdr
Office Hours:
1:30 – 3:00 MW, 2:00 – 3:00 T Th, or by appointment

Department of History, McClain Hall 214, 785-7102
Of all the enemies to public liberty war is, perhaps, the most to be dreaded because it comprises and develops the germ of every other. War is the parent of armies; from these proceed debts and taxes. And armies, and debts, and taxes are the known instruments for bringing the many under the domination of the few. In war, too, the discretionary power of the Executive is extended. Its influence in dealing out offices, honors, and emoluments is multiplied; and all the means of seducing the minds, are added to those of subduing the force of the people. The same malignant aspect in republicanism may be traced in the inequality of fortunes, and the opportunities of fraud, growing out of a state of war...and in the degeneracy of manners and morals, engendered by both. No nation could preserve its freedom in the midst of continual warfare.
-James Madison, April 20, 1795

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is a survey of American history from 1877 to the present, and meets the Historical Mode of Inquiry of the Liberal Studies Program. We will consider such key themes as industrialization, urbanization, the rise and decline of American world hegemony, and the impact of race, ethnicity, gender, and class on American society, culture, and politics. We will emphasize reading, writing, hearing, discussing, visualizing, and experiencing: Reading the text and several supplemental books; Writing short papers and essay exams; Hearing lectures and presentations; Discussing ideas in class; Visualizing with films, maps, and images; and Experiencing a simulation or re-enactment of a historical event. Through this range of activities, we will learn history, and learn the process of thinking historically.

In the Historical Mode of Inquiry, students will study a broad topic or major geographic area over an extended period of time and will demonstrate competence in one or more of the following areas, which characterize the work of historians:

1)
thinking in terms of causation, change over time, contingency, context, and chronological frameworks;

2)
drawing upon and synthesizing the content and methodologies of humanistic and social-scientific disciplines to study and interpret the past;

3)
analyzing the interplay between choices individuals have made and developments societies have undergone; and

4)
understanding the social and aesthetic richness of different cultures.

REQUIRED BOOKS
James Henretta et al. America’s History (7th ed.; Bedford/St. Martin’s Press, 2011), Volume II.

America’s History Documents Collection (7th ed.).

Paul Krause, The Battle for Homestead, 1880-1892: Politics, Culture, and Steel. University of Pittsburgh Press, 1992.

Elaine Tyler May, Homeward Bound: American Families in the Cold War Era, 20th Anniversary Edition. New York: Basic Books, 2008; First Edition 1988.
CLASS ORGANIZATION AND GRADING
Simulation Papers




30%

Class Participation




10%

First Midterm





15%

Second Midterm




20%

Final Exam





25%

More than three absences will lower student’s course grade. Class participation is essential.

The simulation papers consist of two parts: first, a preparation paper based on a specific character or role; second, a debriefing paper with a description of the role or roles each student has played, reasons for actions chosen, and an analysis of what happened.

Exams will be multiple choice, identification, and essay. Follow the essay writing guidelines in the handout “How to Study for an Essay Exam.” Formulate a thesis, support your thesis with a line of argument and relevant evidence, and summarize in a conclusion. The final will treat only the final third of the course, but can be considered comprehensive in theme.

Students are responsible for announcements and assignments made in class.

Exams may only be made up for a legitimate reason, such as medical or family emergency, with documentation.

Any student who believes s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. Please contact the Office for Disability Services at x4478, web http://disabilityservices.truman.edu/, to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.
I expect enthusiastic adherence to college policies on academic honesty. See student handbook at http://studentinvolvement.truman.edu/handbook/.
SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS
Day
Reading
Topic
8/25
Syllabus
Introduction to Course

---
IVb. Creating and Preserving a Continental Nation, 1844-1877
8/30
Henretta, 467-491
Reconstruction Work, Done and Undone
9/1
Henretta, 493-523
Incorporatng the West

---
V. Bold Experiments in an Era of Industrialization, 1877-1929

9/6
Henretta, 529-549
Incoporation and Migration

9/8
Henretta, 549-557
The Rise of Labor


The Battle for Homestead, Ch 1-3
Simulation Preparation
---
9/13
“The Battle for Homestead”
Conflicts of Capitalism


The Battle for Homestead, Ch 4-10


Henretta, 559-589
Victorian Society and Culture
9/15
Henretta, 591-609
Urbanization Classes


The Battle for Homestead, Ch 11-22

SIMULATION I: A HOMESTEAD IN PENNSYLVANIA, 1892


PREPARATION PAPER I DUE

---
9/20
Henretta, 609-627
Gilded Age Politics

DEBRIEFING PAPER I DUE

9/22
Henretta, 627-651
Progressive Era Reform

---
9/27
Henretta, 653-683
Imperial Expansion and Geopolitics
9/29
Henretta, 685-713
Roaring? Twenties
---
10/4
MIDTERM EXAM I

VI. The Modern State and the Age of Liberalism, 1929-1973
10/6
Henretta, 719-749
Depression and New Deal

Homeward Bound, Introduction, Chapters 2-3
---
10/11
Henretta, 751-783
World War II: The Sequel


10/13
Henretta, 766-773
The War At Home
---
10/18
Henretta, 785-817
Cold War

10/20
Henretta, 819-847
Warm Hearth in Suburbia

---
10/25
Homeward Bound, Chapters 1, 4-9/ Was ‘Leave it to Beaver’ a Documentary?


SIMULATION II: LEVITTOWN


PREPARATION PAPER II DUE

10/27
Henretta, 849-881
Civil Rights Movements


DEBRIEFING PAPER II DUE

---

11/1
Henretta, 883-913
Sixties Politics
11/3
Henretta, 883-913
Vietnam and The Movement 
---
11/8
Henretta, 883-913
Watergate Tape

11/10
MIDTERM EXAM II

---

VII. Global Capitalism and the End of the American Century, 1973-2011
11/15
Henretta, 919-940
The Seventies
11/17
 Henretta, D-7
The US Constitution
---
11/22, 24
THANKSGIVING, NO CLASS
---
11/29
Henretta, 940-947
The Second Wave

12/1
Henretta, 949-975
The Old/New Right

---
12/6
Henretta, 977-1000
Millennial-isms
12/8
Henretta, 1000-1010
The Twenty-First Century (So Far)
FINAL EXAM: Section 1: 9:30 – 11:20 Monday, December 12


Section 2: 11:30 – 1:20 Thursday, December 15
4

