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Women in American History I

Fall 2011, 12:30 – 1:20 MWF, Baldwin 350
Professor:
Dr. Steven D. Reschly

Office:

McClain 219 

Email:

sdr@truman.edu

Web:

http://www2.truman.edu/~sdr

Office Hours:
1:30 – 3:00 MW, 2:00 – 3:00 T Th, or by appointment

Department of History, McClain 214, x7102

The history of the past is but one long struggle upward to equality.

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are created equal.




- Elizabeth Cady Stanton
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course will provide an introduction to the history of women in America from the arrival of Europeans in North America to 1880. The class will present women’s history both as an integral part of American history and as a distinct and exciting subject of historical study. A variety of readings and class activities will allow students to explore the public and private lives of American women of different class, racial, ethnic, and religious backgrounds. Our goal is to understand women’s place in American history and the ways gender has shaped American society, culture, and politics.

REQUIRED BOOKS

Linda K. Kerber and Jane Sherron De Hart. Women’s America: Refocusing the Past,

Seventh Edition, Volume 1. Oxford University Press, 2011. (core text) ISBN 978-0195388336.
Ramón Gutiérrez. When Jesus Came, the Corn Mothers Went Away: Marriage, Sexuality, and Power in New Mexico, 1500-1846. Stanford University Press, 1991. 978-0804718325.
Laurel Thatcher Ulrich. A Midwife’s Tale: The Life of Martha Ballard. Vintage,

1991 (published 1990). ISBN 978-0679733768.
Paul E. Johnson and Sean Wilentz. The Kingdom of Matthias: A Story of Sex and Salvation in Nineteenth-Century America. Oxford University Press, 1995. ISBN 978-0195098358.
Harriet Jacobs, ed. Jean Fagan Yellin. Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Enlarged Edition. Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2009. ISBN 978-0674035836.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton. Eighty Years and More: Reminiscences, 1815-1897. Unabridged Edition. Humanity Books, 2002. ISBN 978-1591020097.
CLASS ORGANIZATION AND GRADING
Midterm Exam


20%

Final Exam



20%

Précis Papers



20%

Matthias Paper


20%

Website Analysis (K-DH R-1-4)
10%

Discussion Participation/Leadership
10%

More than three absences will lower student’s course grade. Class participation is essential.

Exams will be identification and essay. The final will treat only the final half of the course, but can be considered comprehensive in theme. Book précis papers consist of a summary and analysis of the central argument in each of the supplemental texts, due on the day listed for that book. More information on the Website and Matthias assignments will be made available the second week of class.

Students are responsible for announcements and assignments made in class. If you are in doubt about any course requirement, please consult with me before attempting to complete it. Exams may only be made up for a legitimate reason, such as medical or family emergency, with documentation. Successful completion of all assignments is required to receive credit for this class.
Any student who believes s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. Please contact the Office for Disability Services at x4478, web http://disabilityservices.truman.edu/, to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.
I expect enthusiastic adherence to college policies on academic honesty. See student handbook at http://studentinvolvement.truman.edu/handbook/.
SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS
Day
Reading
Topic
Aug 26
Syllabus
Introduction to Course

---
Aug 29-Sept 2 K-DH 1-23
Issues and Approaches in Women’s History


K-DH 25-46
Native American Cultures

---

Sept 7-9
Gutiérrez
Mexico’s Northern Frontier

K-DH 25-46
GUTIÉRREZ PRÉCIS DUE, 9/7
---
Sept 12-16
K-DH 47-116
Servants, Goodwives, Witches, Heretics, Slaves

---

Sept 19-23
Ulrich
Film, “A Midwife’s Tale”

K-DH 116-133
New England Village Life



ULRICH PRÉCIS DUE, 9/21

---
Sept 26-30
K-DH 134-158
Liberty’s Daughters and Republican Mothers
---

Oct 3-7
Abigail Adams; Websites
WEBSITE ANALYSIS DUE, 10/3

MIDTERM EXAM, 10/7

---
Oct 10-12
K-DH 159-160
Women and Early Industrialization


K-DH 174-188


Johnson/Wilentz


---

Oct 17-21
Johnson/Wilentz
Gender, Class, and The Prophet


MATTHIAS PAPER DUE, 10/17

---
Oct 24-28
K-DH 161-173
Slaves, Mistresses, Masters in the Antebellum South

---

Oct 31-Nov 4
 Jacobs
Gender and Slavery



JACOBS PRÉCIS DUE, 11/2
---
Nov 7-11
K-DH 189-223
Communities of Women

---

Nov 14-18
K-DH 224-271
Ladies Militant: Reform, Abolition, Women’s Rights

Stanton, Chapters 1-4
---
Nov 21-25
NO CLASS, THANKSGIVING BREAK

---

Nov 28-Dec 2
 K-DH 272-308
Civil War/Domestic War

Stanton, Chapters 5-38
STANTON PRÉCIS DUE, 11/30
---
Dec 5-9
K-DH 309-339
Legal Restructurings
FINAL EXAM


Friday, December 16, 11:30 – 1:20
1

