HISTORY 400
Senior seminar in history

Fall 2006, MWF 12:30-1:20, Baldwin 262
Professor:
Dr. Steven D. Reschly

Office:

Baldwin 257

Phone:

x4648

Email:

SDR@truman.edu

Office Hours:
1:30 – 2:30 MW, 2:00 – 3:00 T Th, or by appointment

Division of Social Science, McClain Hall 214, x4636

History will be kind to me, for I intend to write it.

-Winston Churchill 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This seminar serves as the capstone experience for the History major.  The course is designed with the assumption that the senior, having honed skills and assimilated content for several semesters, will produce a polished research project consistent with the expectations of scholars within the discipline.  In addition, the course encourages each student to take stock of his or her intellectual experience and accomplishments, in part by assembling the portfolio.  Each member of the class will complete and present a major research project of approximately 25 pages that is based on primary documents, includes a thorough literature review, and is explicit about methodology.  In other words, this project consists of original research in a historiographical framework.

REQUIRED TEXTS
Apprentice Historian
From earlier courses at Truman, I will assume that you have a recent edition of Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, or another guide to Chicago style, and that you know how to use it.

CLASS ORGANIZATION AND GRADING
Draft of research project



10%

Polished draft of research project


35%

Final version of research project


25%

Presentation of project



10%

Participation in peer review



20%


Submission of your portfolio is required to pass the course.  Follow the instructions on the portfolio webpage:  http://assessment.truman.edu/components/Portfolio/index.htm

I will ask to see a draft of the cover letter.  The entire portfolio is due on December 4. 

I will not allow late assignments in this class.  Expect an automatic reduction in grade for each day, or part thereof, that your work is late.  Each student may have one absence; thereafter, grade reductions will go into effect.  I adhere to the prescriptions for academic honesty as discussed in the General/Graduate Bulletin and the Student Handbook.


The research project is progressive.  The main paper, usually about 25 pages, is developed in several phases.  I will meet with you at scheduled times to discuss your progress; in addition, please feel free to schedule additional appointments.  It is your responsibility to come to each class and to meet with me at each step. While I will make every attempt to return your phone calls and emails, it is your responsibility to make contact with me, not the other way around.  Pay close attention to the class schedule, and show up for your individual meetings and peer review sessions.  Please do not miss a class or a meeting with me, fail to make arrangements to make it up, and expect to pass the class.  Finally, do not switch the topic or direction of your research without first consulting with me.

WRITING OUTCOME STATEMENTS (LSP)

This is a writing-enhanced course.  It not only requires a significant amount of edited writing, but also integrates writing as a tool and as a mode of learning itself.  Writing is a set of habits, not a “knack” or an innate talent; rather, it is a lifelong, ongoing process.  

The projected outcomes of students’ skills, habits, and attitudes, while distinguishable, are not separable; they blend together to produce the ability to write well and think critically. Cognition, writing process, and the written product interact and mutually reinforce one another.  As a result of Writing-Enhanced Courses, students will: 

Cognitio

· use writing as a mode of learning as well as a method of communicating what was learned;
· be able to generate, organize, and communicate information and ideas fully, clearly, and cogently;
· exhibit critical thinking such as the ability to analyze, synthesize, evaluate, and reflect;
show audience awareness;

Process

· engage in deep revision, closely examining and further developing the reasoning in the writing;
· assess their own writing to uncover strengths and concerns, and be able to generate strategies for improvement;
· solicit external critiques of their writing to guide revision;
· as a regular habit of their writing process, copy-edit their own work for mechanics, style, and coherence;
Product

· be able to write clear, coherent, and well organized prose for a targeted audience;
· demonstrate a command of syntax, style, and tone appropriate to the task; and
· exhibit mastery of punctuation, usage, and formatting conventions.
CLASS SCHEDULE

Week 1 (8/28, 30, 9/1)
· Introduction to the course
· Choose primary sources, identify at least three possible topics based on those sources, and list secondary material for project (due Friday, 9/1)
Week 2 (No class 9/4, Labor Day; 9/6, 8)

· Discussion of sources and topics
 Week 3 (9/11, 13, 15)
· Class discussion: what makes a good project?  Read all Apprentice Historian essays and make notes, using the evaluation tools handout
· Organization of American Historians “La Pietra Report” – http://www.oah.org/activities/lapietra/final.html
· Set up peer review groups

Week 4 (NO CLASS – 9/18, 20, 22)
· Draft your essay (see below, Week 7, for the components)

· Individual meetings

Week 5 (NO CLASS – 9/25, 27, 29)
· Work on draft

· Individual meetings

Week 6 (NO CLASS – 10/2, 4, 6)

· Work on draft

· Individual meetings

Week 7 (10/9; NO CLASS 10/11, 13)
· FOUR COPIES of your draft are due in class on Monday, 10/9.  Draft to include working introduction; assessment of the primary sources and secondary material; thesis statement; working body of paper (outline form OK, but each point should tie into the thesis); working conclusion; working lists of primary sources and secondary material (one list for each) in Chicago form.  You may turn in the draft early but not late.  I will accept late drafts, but the grade will be reduced by one step, and another step each additional day it is late.  For example, a B paper will become a B-, on Wednesday it will become a C+, C on Thursday, and so on.

· Discussion of peer review guidelines and preparation of peer review 

Week 8 (10/16, 18, 20
· Peer review groups
· Work on revisions

Week 9 (NO CLASS – 10/23, 25, 27

· Work on revisions

Week 10 (NO CLASS – 10/30, 11/1, 3)
· Work on revisions

Week 11 (11/6, 8, 10)
· FOUR COPIES of your polished draft are due in class on Monday, 11/6.  Polished draft to include developed introduction; assessment of source material and secondary material; clear thesis statement; body of paper (narrative, not outline, each paragraph related to the thesis statement); conclusion; working source list and secondary material list in flawless Chicago form.  Also turn in the completed peer review form that you received from your classmates, and note briefly on that form what you did and did not incorporate into your revision.  You may turn in the draft early but not late.  You may turn in the draft early but not late.  I will accept late drafts, but the grade will be reduced by one step, and another step each additional day it is late.  For example, a B paper will become a B-, on Wednesday it will become a C+, C on Thursday, and so on.

Week 12 (11/13, 15; NO CLASS – 11/17)
· Peer review sessions

Week 13 (NO CLASS – 11/21)
· Complete your portfolio

Week 14 (NO CLASS – 11/27; 11/29, 12/1
· Presentations (see guidelines)

Week 15 (12/4, 6, 8)
· Portfolio due Monday 12/4
· Presentations (see guidelines)

· Work on final revisions
Final exam week
· Final draft due on Monday, December 11, at HIGH NOON.  Final draft to include polished introduction; assessment of source material and secondary material; clear thesis statement; body of paper (flowing narrative each paragraph related to the thesis statement, with good transitions between each paragraph); smooth conclusion; finalized source list and secondary material list in flawless Chicago form. Also turn in the completed peer review form that you received from your classmates, and note briefly on that form what you did and did not incorporate into your revision.  I will not accept late papers.

1
1

