
HISTORY 312
Women in American History


Fall 2008, T-Th, 10:30-11:50, Baldwin 303; 3:00-4:20, McClain 208
Professor:
Dr. Steven D. Reschly

Office:

McClain 219 

Phone:

x4648

Email:

SDR@truman.edu

Web:

http://www2.truman.edu/~sdr

Office Hours:
1:30 – 3:15 MW, 1:30 – 3:00 T Th, or by appointment

Department of History, McClain 214, x7103
I myself have never been able to find out precisely what feminism is.  I only know that people call me a feminist whenever I express sentiments that differentiate me from a doormat or a prostitute.
- Rebecca West

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course will provide an introduction to the history of women in America from the arrival of Europeans in North America to the present.  The class will present women’s history both as an integral part of American history and as a distinct and exciting subject of historical study.  A variety of readings and class activities will allow students to explore the public and private lives of American women of different class, racial, ethnic, and religious backgrounds.  Our goal is to understand women’s place in American history and the ways gender has shaped American society, culture, and politics.

REQUIRED BOOKS
Linda K. Kerber and Jane Sherron De Hart, Women’s America:  Refocusing the Past,

Sixth Edition (core text)

Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, A Midwife’s Tale:  The Life of Martha Ballard
Harriet Jacobs, ed. Yellin, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Enlarged Edition

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Herland and “The Yellow Wallpaper”

Maxine Hong Kingston, The Woman Warrior
Anne Moody, Coming of Age in Mississippi
Susan J. Douglas and Meredith W. Michaels, The Mommy Myth:  The Idealization of Motherhood and How It Has Undermined All Women.  Free Press, 2005.
CLASS ORGANIZATION AND GRADING
Midterm Exam


20%

Final Exam



20%

Précis Papers



20%

Oral History Project


30%

H-WOMEN Discussion Analysis
10%

More than three absences will lower student’s course grade.  Class participation is essential.

Exams will be identification and essay.  The final will treat only the final half of the course, but can be considered comprehensive in theme.  Book précis papers consist of a summary and analysis of the central argument in each of the supplemental texts, due on the day listed for that book.  More information on the H-WOMEN and oral history assignments will be made available the second week of class.

Students are responsible for announcements and assignments made in class.  If you are in doubt about any course requirement, please consult with me before attempting to complete it.  Exams may only be made up for a legitimate reason, such as medical or family emergency, with documentation.  Successful completion of all assignments is required to receive credit for this class.
Any student who believes s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs.  Please contact the Office for Disability Services at x4478, web http://disabilityservices.truman.edu/, to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.
I expect enthusiastic adherence to college policies on academic honesty.  See student handbook at http://studentinvolvement.truman.edu/handbook/.
SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS
Day
Reading
Topic
Aug 26
Syllabus
Introduction to Course

Aug 28
K-DH 1-23
Issues and Approaches in Women’s History

---

Sept 2
K-DH 25-45
Native American Cultures

Sept 4
K-DH 45-68
Servants, Goodwives, Slaves

---

Sept 9
K-DH 69-96
Witches, Heretics, Outsiders

Sept 11
Ulrich
Film, “A Midwife’s Tale”

---

Sept 16
Ulrich
Midwifery and Community Life



Ulrich précis due

Sept 18
K-DH 96-127
Liberty’s Daughters and Republican Mothers

---

Sept 23
K-DH 129-145
Race and Gender in an Expanding Nation

Sept 25
Jacobs
Slaves, Mistresses, Masters in the Antebellum South

---

Sept 30
K-DH 145-167
Ladies and Millgirls in the Antebellum North

Oct 2
K-DH 168-192
Communities of Women

---

Oct 7
K-DH 193-219
Ladies Militant:  Reform, Abolition, Women’s Rights

Oct 9
NO CLASS, MIDTERM BREAK

---

Oct 14
K-DH 220-252
Civil War/Domestic War

Oct 16
K-DH 252-268
Victorian Women and Literature


Gilman, Herland, “The Yellow


   Wallpaper”

---
Oct 21
MIDTERM EXAM

Oct 23
K-DH 268-296
Race and Gender


---
Oct 28
K-DH 297-344
Working Girls & Labor Movements

Oct 30
K-DH 345-389
Feminism and Suffrage

H-WOMEN PAPER DUE
---
Nov 4
K-DH 390-410
Progressivism and Reproduction

Nov 6
Kingston
Cultural Contexts of Gender

---
Nov 11
K-DH 410-422
Feminists, Freudians, and Flappers in Conflict-1920s

Nov 13
K-DH 423-447
Bread Lines, Picket Lines, and Assembly Lines

---
Nov 18
K-DH 447-477
Gender & Race in the Good War

Nov 20
Moody
Southern Subversives--Civil Rights

---
Nov 25
K-DH 478-536
Cold War Misfits


Film, “A Room of One’s Own”
Issues of Economic Independence

Nov 27
NO CLASS, THANKSGIVING

---

Dec 2
K-DH 537-597
Personal Becomes Political:  Revival of Feminism

ORAL HISTORY PROJECT DUE
Dec 4
K-DH 598-656
Varieties of “Second Wave” Feminism and Antifeminism


Douglas & Michaels

K-DH 657-704
Feminism and the Future

---

FINAL EXAM

Section 01, 10:30 – Monday, December 8, 9:30 – 11:20
Section 02, 3:00 – Thursday, December 11, 11:30 – 1:20
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