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For the least glimmer of truth is conditioned by politics.




-Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality I, p. 5

We are the recorders and reporters of facts – not the judges of the behaviors we describe.





-Alfred C. Kinsey

In America, sex is an obsession, in other parts of the world, it is a fact.




-Marlene Dietrich
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course examines sexuality as a category of analysis in American history.  We will explore the different meanings American women and men have attached to sexuality, and the changing political, economic, social, cultural, and ideological contexts in which those meanings have emerged and performed.  We can extend what historian Alice Kessler-Harris said of gender and posit that sexuality is “a complex and multi-layered system of social organization.”  The relationship of sexuality and power will be a consistent emphasis.  The primary approach is reading and discussion, supplemented by lectures, films, music, and related materials and sources.

REQUIRED BOOKS
Kathy Peiss, ed., Major Problems in the History of American Sexuality (2002).

John D’Emilio and Estelle B. Freedman, Intimate Matters:  A History of Sexuality in America, 2nd Edition (1997).

Richard Trexler, Sex and Conquest:  Gendered Violence, Political Order, and the European Conquest of America (1995).

Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality, Volume I:  An Introduction (1978).

Jennifer Finney Boylan, She’s Not There:  A Life in Two Genders (2003).

CLASS ORGANIZATION AND GRADING
Reading Summary Papers

20%

Book Review, GLBT History

10%

Cluster Book Project


30%

Midterm Exam


20%

Final Exam



20%

More than three absences will lower student’s course grade.  Class participation is essential.

Exams will be identification and essay.

Reading summary papers consist of an analysis of the central meaning in the readings of each section of the Major Problems text, 2-3 pages long, due every Monday in class for that week’s section (or the first class meeting in the week).

The book review should address a book in GLBT (gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender) history.  The review should be 4-6 pages and must summarize, analyze, and evaluate the book.  Ask at least these three critical questions:  1) what is the author’s argument; 2) what evidence supports this argument; 3) what are the strengths and weaknesses of the work?  Note biases, interpretive strategies, lapses in logic, as well as graceful writing, evocative language, and/or persuasive argument.

The cluster project should produce a review essay of at least five books (three scholarly articles can count as one book) on a topic, with particular attention to how the authors of the books/articles converse with one another.  The topic and reading list must be approved.  The “further reading” sections in Major Problems would be a good place to start.  A proposal will be due on March 20.  This essay should be at least 10 pages long, in formal Turabian format, and should address in a comparative framework the ways in which the works you have selected differ from, argue with, deepen, or expand the arguments or issues raised by these authors and by additional course readings.

Students are responsible for announcements and assignments made in class.  If you are in doubt about any course requirement, please consult with me before attempting to complete it.  Exams may only be made up for a legitimate reason, such as medical or family emergency, with documentation.  Successful completion of all assignments is required to receive credit for this class.
I expect enthusiastic adherence to college policies on academic honesty.

SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS

Week
Reading
1/12,14,16
D’Emilio/Freedman, preface, intro, chapters 1-3


Peiss, Chapter 1
Joan Scott, “Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis,” American Historical Review, 91.5 (December 1986): 1053–1075.  Available on JSTOR (http://www.jstor.org/stable/1864376).
1/21,23
D’Emilio/Freedman, Chapters 4-7


Peiss, Chapter 2


Trexler, Chapters 1-4

1/26,28,30
Peiss, Chapter 3


Trexler, Chapters 5-6
2/2,4,6
Peiss, Chapter 4


Trexler, Chapters 7-8

2/9,11,13
Peiss, Chapter 5


Foucault, Parts 1-3
2/16,18,20
Peiss, Chapter 6


Foucault, Parts 4-5
2/23,25,27
Peiss, Chapter 7

MIDTERM EXAM on February 27, covering to 1900

3/2,4,6
Peiss, Chapter 8


BOOK REVIEW DUE on March 6
3/9,11,13
SPRING BREAK

3/16,18,20
D’Emilio/Freedman, Chapters 8-10

CLUSTER PROPOSAL DUE March 20, topic statement and reading list

3/23,25,27
D’Emilio/Freedman, Chapters 11-15


Peiss, Chapter 9

3/30,4/1,3
Peiss, Chapter 10


Boylan

4/6,8,10
Peiss, Chapter 11

4/15,17
Peiss, Chapter 12

4/20,22,24
Peiss, Chapter 13


CLUSTER PROJECT DUE on April 24
4/27,29,5/1
Peiss, Chapter 14


Review for final exam

FINAL EXAM – Section 01, Friday, May 8, 11:30-1:20



     Section 02, Thursday, May 7, 1:30-3:20
2

